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SUBJ: BLANCO VISIT TO PARAGUAY 

REF: ASUNCION 2729 

1. SUMMARY. URUGUAYAN FOREIGN MINISTER BLANCO VISITED 
ASUNCION JUNE 30 - JULY 2 TO EXCHANGE INSTRUMENTS OE RATIEICATION 
EOR THE ECONOMIC AGREEMENT SIGNED LAST APRIL. SINCE THERE WERE NO 
OUTSTANDING BILATERAL PROBLEMS TO BE DISCUSSED, INTEREST IN 

THE VISIT CENTERED ON BLANCO HIMSELE, WHO HAS BEEN PROTRAYED BY 
THE PARAGUAYAN PRESS AS THE LEADING CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT OF 
URUGUAY. END SUMMARY. 

2. EOREIGN MINISTER JUAN CARLOS BLANCO OF URUGUAY ARRIVED IN 
ASUNCION THE VENING OE JUNE 30 EOR A 36-HOUR VISIT THAT WAS 
HEAVY ON CEREMONY AND LIGHT ON SUBSTANCE. ON JULY I, BLANCO 
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ATTENDED A MASS FOR RECENTLY ASSASSINATED URUGUAYAN AMBASSADOR 
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CARLOS ABDALA, MET FOR ALMOST AN HOUR WITH PRESIDENT 
STROESSNER AND THEN IN PRIVATE WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
ALBERTO NOGUES, AND PARTICIPATED IN AN EXCHANGE OF INSTRU- 
MENTS OF RATIFICATION OF THE ECONOMIC AGREEMENT SIGNED DURING 
THE STROESSNER VISIT TO MONTEVIDEO LAST APRIL. DURING A 
SECOND CEREMONY, BLANCO RECEIVED PARAGUAY'S NATIONAL ORDER 
OF MERIT. HE DEPARTED ASUNCION EARLY lULY 2. 

3. IN HIS SEVERAL PUBLIC STATEMENTS, BLANCO EMPHASIZED THE 
EXISTING CORDIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO NEIGHBORS WHICH HE 
(PREDICTABLY) SAID SHOULD BE STRENGTHENED EVEN FURTHER. 

HE ADVOCATED BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO LAFTA "BECAUSE WE UNDER- 
STAND THE NECESSITY OF ENVIGORATING THE PROCESS OF INTEGRATION, 
IN WHICH PARAGUAY AND URUGUAY HAVE COMPLETELY COINCIDING 
INTERESTS." 

4. THE VISIT HAS RECEIVED FAVORABLE PRESS COVERAGE, INCLUDING 
FRONT PAGE TREATMENT ALL THREE DAYS FROM ASUNCION'S DAILIES. 
SINCE BORDABERRY'S OUSTER, BLANCO HAS BEEN PORTRAYED BY THE 
LOCAL MEDIA AS THE LEADING CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED INTERIM 
PRESIDENT DIMICHELI. 

5. FOR THE GOP, THE VISIT WAS A USEFUL OPPORTUNITY TO MEASURE 
THE MAN WHO IS WIDELY REGARDED AS MOST LIKELY TO BE THE NEXT 
PRESIDENT OF URUGUAY. PREDISPOSITION TOWARDS BLANCO ALREADY 
WAS FAVORABLE; FOLLOWING THE STROESSNER VISIT TO MONTEVIDEO 
LAST APRIL, NOGUES SAID HE WAS IMPRESSED BY BLANCO'S INTELLIGENCE 
AND KNOWLEDGEABILITY. NOGUES REPEATED THIS ASSESSMENT IN AN 
EFFUSIVE SALUTE DURING THE AWARD CEREMONY, PRAISING 

BLANCO FOR DEMONSTRATING "IMPRESSIVE... TALENT AND DEDICATION" 

IN THE RELATIVELY SHORT TIME HE HAS HELD PUBLIC OFFICE. 

6. THE VISIT PROBABLY ALSO HELPED TO SOOTHE OOP'S GUILTY 
CONSCIENCE OVER THE ASSASSINATION OF AMBASSADOR ABDALA 
LAST MONTH, WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED HAD THE GOP 
NOT GIVEN SANCTUARY TO CROAT TERRORISTS (ONE OF WHOM 
SHOT ABDALA THINKING HE WAS THE YUGOSLAV ENVOY). IN THIS 
REGARD, AMBASSADOR LANDAU SUGGESTED TO BLANCO AT A 
RECEPTION JULY 1 THAT HE URGE THE SWEDISH AMBASSADOR IN 
MONTEVIDEO (ALSO ACCREDITED TO ASUNCION) TO PRESS AHEAD 
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WITH A PENDING EXTRADITION REQUEST AGAINST ONE OF THE 
KILLER'S ASSOCIATES, ANOTHER CROAT WHO ASSASSINATED THE 
YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR IN STOCKHOLM IN 1972. BOTH ASSASSINS 
AND FOUR OTHER CROAT TERRORISTS ARE BEING HELD IN 
ASUNCION. 

LANDAU 
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